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HAS WILLMS MET
UH FOUL PUT.

A Westchester Collector Disao-

pears and It Is Thought He f
Was Killed

Last Seen Entering a Piece of Woods,
but Not a Trace of His Where¬

about Can Be Found.

CITIZENS AND DOGS HUNT FOR HIM.

Had Money Which He Had Collected and

Tramps May Have Murdered Him
and Sunk His Body in the

Sound.

Julius Willms, a well-known resident of
West Chester, disappeared a week ago yes¬
terday as completely and mysteriously as if
his substance had become suddenly dis¬
solved, leaving no trace of the manner, time
or place of its dissolution.
Mr. Willms was employed as a collector

for the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com¬
pany by J. M. Daunenfels, who is superin¬
tendent for Westchester County. He lived
with his wife and two children in a two-

story cottage at the corner of Greene ave¬

nue and Lavlgne street. His occupation
brought him into contact with all classes of

people, and he made hosts of friends.
Mr. Willms, a week ago yesterday, visit¬

ed East Chester on business, and on his

way home stopped at the house of his sis¬
ter, who lives at a point between East
Chester and West Chester, known as Four
Corners. He remained only a few minut';;/
telling his sister that he had collected $4^
and was anxious to pay it over to the su¬

perintendent.
DISAPPEARED IN WOODS.

Mr. Willms started to walk toward the
railway track, and his sister watched to

see him pass through a piece of woods on

the way. She saw him enter the woods,
but did not see him emerge. That was the
last seen of Julius Willms.
Mrs. Williams was greatly worried during

the night because of her husband's absence,
and Wednesday morning notified the police
and sent for her brother. Five policemen
searched the entire section between West
Farms and Westchester all day Wednes-
day. A posse of citizens was organized at

night, and with dogs and lanterns every
fott of territory for miles around was

covered.
No trace of the missing man was found.

Mr. Willms's accounts with the Insurance
company are absolutely correct, with the

exception, of course, that the small amount
he had with him Is missing.
Mrs. Willms was nearly hysterical yester¬

day.
"My husband never stayed away before,"

she said, between her sobs, "and he would
be here now if he were alive. He was al-

\ ways home to supper, and during the seven

years of our married J\fe, if he had to stay
out after 8 o'clock he always sent me

word. I known he is dead.he must be
dead."

MAY HAVE BEEN MURDERED.
The disappearance of Mr. Willms has

been the talk of Westchester people for all
the week. Innumerable theories have been
advanced. Th most popular one Is that he
was set upon by tramps when he entered
the woods near his sister's house; that he
was murdered and robbed, and that his
body was carried to the Sound and thrown
into It, probably with weights attached to
make it sink. Another theory is that he
became temporarily Insane and wandeAed
away to some strange locality.
As the country through Westchester is

Infested by tramps, and as Mrf W'lllms did
not drink and was always a good husband
and father, the murder-by-tramps theory
is generally accepted as the correct one.

The strangest part of the mystery, how¬
ever, Is that no clew could be found in the
clump of woods or anywhere else in the
neighborhood to give an idea of how the
man had disappeared. Nowhere could
there be seen any sign of %a struggle.
Julius Williams was thirty-five years old.

He was of Holland extraction, and was
well educated. He was five feet six inches
In height and had red hair and a reddish
brown mustache. He wore when he dis¬
appeared, a black overcoat, black coat and
vest and a black derby hat.
Although the police have worked on the

case indefatlgably, thy have not been able
to find a trace of anyx kind to lead to the
solution of the mystery of Mr. Willms's
disappearance.

TOBACCO TRUST VICTIM.

A St. Louis Dealer Testifies That the Ameri¬
can Company Tried to Rule His Business.
The suit against the American Tobacco

Company was continued before Vice Chan¬
cellor Reed in the Chancery Court at
Newark yesterday. Peter Hoffman, of the
firm of Peter Hoffman & Co., of St. Louis,
testified by affidavit that his firm made
a contract with the Admiral Company, and
that after that the American Tobacco Com¬
pany would not deliver goods to the firm,
refusing to fill the firm's orders and warn¬
ing St. Louis jobbers not to sell anything
to his firm under penalty W being them¬
selves cut off. The refusal to permit his
firm to sell the goods, the witness said,
had injured his businesy Two of his best
salesmen had resigned and had been set
up in business by the American Company.He denied that his firm received 1°sums
of money for handling the
Admiral Company. The testii
Wall, of the Adam Wall Co
Louis, did not differ materlc
or" Mr. Hoffman.

Smith Hoy Held for
August Smith, twelve years

714 East One Hundred anc
street, who was accused Mi
Morrisania Court, by Mrs. Id
209 West One Hundred ai

street, with the theft of a
ring, and Alphonse Wienne'r,
No. 2703 Third avenue, who
with having received stolen r
raigned yesterday inorninfThe Smith boy was held'
trial and Wienner was di
Smith pleadeu to
ring last Saturday when
W olf's laundry. Magi'here was no evidence u

JUST TO GELEBRATE THE DAY.
YE/V^T RAISES TROUBLE.

\.

Mill' Fleischmann Lcses a Suit
Against a Rival Firm Which Copied

His Labels.

Charles Fleischmann, the multi-million¬
aire manufacturer of compressed yeast,
brought suit a year ago, through his counsel,
C. Bainbridge Smith, against Jacob Fleisch¬
mann, Josef Fleischmann and Jean Kippich
for using upon the compressed yeast that
they make and sell labels and wrappers so

nearly like those of the older firm as to de¬
ceive consumers and tradesmen into the be¬
lief that the two articles were identical aud
made by the same house. Justice Lawrence,
in the Supreme Court yesterday, rendered a

decision in favor of the defendants.
During the course of the trial it was

proven that the labels and wrappers of the
plaintiff had not been patented, although
the word "patent" appeared on them. As
s^on as this fact was brought out the old
firm at once took the word "patent" and
the dates of registration off the label, mak¬
ing It exactly like the one used by the de¬
fendants except for a slight difference in
color.
In the last ten years the firm controlled

by Charles Fleischmann has brought suits
against half a dozen other manufacturers
of compressed yeast, and has won every
suit. This is the first one that it lias lost.
The old firm of Fleischmann & Co. is the

successor of Gaff. Fleischmann & Co., who
began business ia this country in 1869. Gaff,
who was a very wealthy man, died in .Jan¬
uary, 187!), and Charles and Maximilian
Fleischmann carried 011 the business under
the name of Fleischmann & Co. Their
wrappers were supposed to be patented un¬

til the present suit unexpectedly disclosed
the fact that they were not.
Jacob and Josef Fleischmann. the de¬

fendants in the case decided yesterday,
claim to be nephews of Charles Fleisch¬
mann. That gentleman indignantly denies
the relationship and says that the two
Flelschmanns were formerly drivers in his
employ and became accuainted with many
of his customers in that way. Judge Law¬
rence, in his decision, said that the defend¬
ants had unquestionably imitated the labels
of the older firm, and that he would have
rendered a decision against them were it
not that the plaintiff had used the word
"patented" in an unwarranted manner.

Louis Levy represented the defendants.

THE COMPTROLLER PROTESTS.

He Does Not Wish a Bill Passed to Revive
Croton Aqueduct Claims.

The Comptroller yesterday sent a letter to
Chairman George C. Austin, of the Assem¬

bly Committee on Cities, protesting against
Assemblyman Horton's bill. No. 1,513."an
act to provide for the final settlement, de¬
termination and payment of certain claims
against the city of New York."
A hearing was to be had upon the bill I11

Albany yesterday afternoon, and Mr. Fitch,
not being able to go to the capital, put his

arguments against the bill in part in this
way:
"The purpose of the measure Is to provide

for a commission to determine certain
claims against the city of New York, aris¬
ing out of the construction of the new Cro¬
ton aqueduct..
"The case of O'Brien vs. the Mayor was a

test case to determine the city's liabil: *

^<1 was decided in favor of the city. Ti ,.

isure proposes to revive a uuestion tl, ,.

already been determined at great ex
> to the city and annuls those safe-

the Legislature has enacted in the
ict law to protect the city."
morial embodying these and other
is forwarded to Albany by the Cor-
Counsel, signed by himself, the
nptroller, President of the Board

., President of the Tax Board
dent of the Aqueduct Commis-

0111 for 11 Third Time.
\ March 31..The conven¬
es of the Fifteenth Dis-

a candidate for Con-
Congressman H. C.

tndidate for a third
ferinined opposition
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ONE HI HOLDS
HER01NEJND AUNT,

Mary McMahon and the Woman
She Gave Her Life for Laid

to Rest Together.
Interment by the City Awaits Other

Victims of the Disastrous Fire
in Hudson Street.

DEATH TRAPS BEING INVESTIGATED.

Superintendent Constable Preparing a List
of Them, Which Will Soon Be

Made Public and Used
for Reference.

The funeral of Mary McMahon and her

aunt, Elizabeth Ryan, two of the victims

of the fire at No. 374 Hudson street, on

Sunday morning, which resulted in the
loss of four lives, took place yesterday
from the rooms of Bagan & Leake, under¬
takers, No. 255 Spring street. It was at¬
tended by 1,500 people, all of them with
the exception of a contingent of women
from the umbrella shop, wjiere Mary Mc¬
Mahon worked, being residents of the old
Ninth Ward.
There were two hearses, one for each

casket, and they were followed by half a

dozen coaches, containing the relatives and
Immediate friends of the fire victims. The
others who attended formed in line behind
and marched to the Thirty-fourth street
ferry, where a number of other coaches
were In waiting. The interment, was In
Calvary Cemetery.
The scene at the undertaker's, as well as

at the single grave into which both caskets
were lowered, was unusually impressive.
Every one there seemed to have known
Mary McMahon, who gave up her life in
the fruitless attempt to save her invalid
relative. Women wept and some of them
fainted.

TOO POOR TO PROVIDE BURIAL.
The bodies of the other two victims will

be buried by the city to-day. One of them
has no friends, so far as known. The rela¬
tives of the other, who lost all they had In
the same Are, are too poor to bury the
body.
The action of the New .York Hospital of¬

ficials In notifying the Coroner's office by
mail of the death of Miss Ilyan, and which
prevented her friends from obtaining pos¬
session of the body, or arranging for the
funeral until thirty-six hours' later, has
caused a lively discussion In medical cir¬
cles. The New York Hospital is. the only
institution which persists in pursuing such
a policy. All the other hospitals, as well
as the police general notify the Coro¬
ner's office by telephf In the event of a

,
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sudden death, or any case that requires the
services of a Coroner.
Clerk Reynolds, of the Coroner's office,

when questioned about tMs matter yester¬
day, said:
"It is true that the New York Hospital

officials, or some of them, are in the habit
of notifying this office by aiail of cases,
where a telephone message would not only
save a lot of trouble to every one, but
much pain and anxiety to relatives and
friends of persons who meet death sud¬
denly.

HOSPITAL INSISTS ON EVIDENCE.
"Some time ago the officials of the New

York Hospital sent, or claimed to have sent,
a call for a.Coroner over the telephone. We
heard nothing of it. The next night we
heard of It and, of course, the Coroner hav¬
ing charge demanded a explanation. The
New York Hospital officials insisted that
they had telephoned us, and, as we had no
record of it, of course we denied it. As
a result the hospital officials stated that in
the future they would only notify us by
mail, as by so doing they would have evi¬
dence to show.
"All this, however, will be avoided in the

future, as within a few days we will have
direct telephone communication with the
police aiul all hospitals. It will be a pri¬
vate wire, in fact, and nothing can go
wrong."
In the meantime public attention is cen¬

tred on Superintendent Constable, of the
Building Department, who is at work pre¬
paring a list of the death traps of the
city. As a matter of fact, he began this
work before the Hudson street lire, but
that event has served to hasten the work.
The Superintendent is not yet ready to

make any of the facts public, principally
for the reason that he does not desire to
cause any unnecessary fear or panic. He is
prepared, however to go to Albany and
argue against a bill now before the As¬
sembly, which if it passes will, In his
opinion, make possible the erection of the
worst kind of tenement houses In the city.

A LOT OP DEATH TRAPS.
Architects, builders and officials of the

Building Department alike admit that most
of the houses owned, or the ground of which
is owned, by the Trinity Corporation ought
to be torn down. The houses were erected
many years ago before adequate laws were
in force. A vast majority of them are of
frame construction.
The block bounded by Hudson, Varick,

King and Houston streets is an example.
Nearly every house is a tenement, occupied
for the mqst part by respectable people,
as was the house where the fire broke out
last Sunday. Until a year or so ago not
a fire escape could be found 011 any of
the houses. At that time the Trinity Cor¬
poration was hauled over the coals, both
by the Health and Building Departments,
and as a result a few fire escapes were
put up. The house at No. 372 Hudson
street was supplied with one, but the house
next door was not. That is one of the
reasons why four lives were lost In It on

Sunday.
The Corporation has also cleaned the

houses half-yearly since. In spite of that
fact the yards are all blocked up with old
wooden sheds. The partitions of the houses
are of dry wood and in the event of fire
would quickly be consumed.
On Varick street, between King and

Hudson, there are four one-story frame
eheds, all of them owned by Trinity Cor¬
poration, and leased by the latter from
year to year at $25 per week. Only six
months ago a Are broke out in Joseph Fin-
negan's coal store, at Varick and Charl¬
ton street. All around it were a numb'
of old wooden rookeries and the firer
had the hardest kind of a task in supr
ing the llames. Had they spread t'
tire block would in all probabili'
gone up in moke. T rooke-
iiundreds of .» in wav<*
standing.

M'KINLEY WINS VIRGINIA.

Eight Out of the Ten Districts Are Surely
His, as Well as the Four

Delegates at Large.
Richmond, Va., March 31..McKinley has

made practically a clean sweep of Vir¬
ginia. The county conventions held by
the Republicans In the State yesterday
show that the Ohio candidate carried
everything before him. It is claimed now

that he will certainly have eight out of
the ten districts and all four of the dele¬
gates at large.
The doubtful districts are the Second and

Eighth, but it is believed that the personal
popularity of the candidates in both for
places as delegates to the St. Louis Con¬
vention will pull them through. McKin-
ley's friends expect to see that the State
Convention instructs the delegates at large
for their candidate.
The victory of McKinley has not been

won. however, without bringing about one
of the most bitter factional wars the Vir¬
ginia Republicans have ever known. Hav¬
ing practically secured the St-ite ObnveB"
tion, the McKinley leaders are now mak¬
ing preparations to compass the overthrow
of State Chairman William Lamb, of Nor¬
folk, who bitterly opposed some of their
most conspicuous men.
Lamb is a Reed man. but has proclaimed

himself in favor of sending an uninstructed
delegation to St. Louis. He made war
upon Edgar Alleu and ex-Congressman
VVaddill, of this city, the recognized head
of the McKinley organization in Virginia.
The results a«'e that these two influential
Republicans have turned upon Lamb, and
ft seems highly probably will decapitate
him when the State Convention meets.

ARE ARMORIES A NUISANCE?

So It Seems from Objections Made by
Property Owners Against One on

Lexington Avenue.
Ex-Judge Ernest Hall headed a delega¬

tion of property owners who appeared be¬
fore the Armory Board in the Mayor's
oflice yesterday to protest against the
erection of an armory for the Sixty-ninth
Regiment on the old site of the College
of he City of New York, at Twenty-third
street and Lexington avenue. He said the
city ought to devote the college site to
some other purpose. An armory, he
thought, would be injurious to surrounding
property. Every parcel of real estate from
Fourth to Third avenue would be depre¬
ciated. The trustees of the Twenty-third
Street Baptist Church also protested.
Commissioner Barker considered the ob¬

jection ridiculous. There were, he said,
churches near the armories of other regi¬
ments, and he had never heard any com¬
plaints. He believed surrounding property
values would be enhanced rather than de¬
preciated if an armory were built on {he
old college site. The matter was laid over
for one week.
The Board decided on a plot for the head¬

quarters of the First Battery on the south
side of Sixty-sixth street, between Colum¬
bus avenue,, and Central Park West.

Richness of the National llunks.
Washington, March 31..The enormous

resources of the national banks of the
United States are shewn in the last ab¬
stract of their condition, made public by
Comptroller Eckels to-day. The 3,699 na¬
tional banks had on February 28, $1,951.-
344,781 in loans aid discounts, $192,036,933
in stock and securities, a lawful money
reserve of $337,559,922, of which $156,000,-
000 was in gold; capital to the extent of
$653,994,915; surplus fund of $247,178,188,
undivided profcts of $87,041,526, unpaid divi¬
dends of $1,233,515, individual deposits of
SI,648,092,868, and bills payable of $20,-
104,667.

Urged tor Lyman's Vacant Place.
Albany "March 31..Governor Morton has

receive(\ many requests that he appoint
The^ove F- Oilman, of New York City,
a? member of the State Fisheries, Forest

«.fme Commission, to succeed Colonel
lap, who has been nominated for the
j of State Excise Commissioner un-
Raines Liquor Tax law. Mr. Gil-
president of the Fish and Game

tion of New York City, and has
^he game business for many years,
¦en consulted at various times in
with the framiDg of the game
lenta.
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But the Flood i

Than the Man at

His Dear Ones ,

The House Was Carried ,

with It the Lumberma
Wife and Daughter.

A TERRIBLE VISITATION IN KENTUC,

l
Ovlt5ct AilU I

waters boiled and hissed in a most terri^'"
Ing maimer.

Marders's house was located on the barks
of the creek, about 500 yards below whfre
he had beeen at work, and when he S1w
the mighty wall of water rushing tows1^
his little home, he realized the danger ln
which his wife and six-year-old daugh,er
were. He saw trees, boulders, lo*s>
stumps and fences rushing down on Ile
flood toward his house, and he ran al'"nS
the mountain side, trying to get near 1158
loved ones, but the flood traveUed faster
M hen he arrived on the hillside, 'ust

above his house, the water was lifting
from its foundation and he saw It turn <,ver
on its side and carried down the stream-
Ju8t as it disappeared from view he saw

his agonized wife graps the door jamb'
Ihen the building was engulfed, and lar¬
ders has not seen his wife and child si,lce
All this time the rain was falling in tor

rents, and the wind blowing a hurricane
The storm swept over into Owslev CoimtJ
pra tically following the course of Sestor
Creok.
Widow Smi

half of a mile
also swept~aw
neighbor's and
house, together
ried away.
William Caudill

the stream, but h
the side of the hil
ceeded in moving
leaving it sitting «

beng at an angle of
Caudill and her thr
drowned, and everyi
of the house was bad
Diagonally across tb

stood the little log
Rush was out on a lo
his wife and ten-year-o
occupants of the house
the house away, but Mr
in climbing into the 1
through the roof, the mc

aged to keep their heads
the house lodged on the

au lupiu
that it seemed as if it were a solid
fifteen or twenty feet high. The creek l>ecl
is very narrow, almost a gorge, and fhe
W" tA T*O 1"\ AMm /I Jit

A

tl an he.

I

tori.
that
asked

"I Hi
looked L
"The poo
by those o
is a maud.
City Hall a.
myself, and
absolutely net
Then I shall l

him a chance t<.
right place for 1
needs a good dea.
him to Steve Bri
and try to get him oc
Here the lawyer t. ight

terrupt and inform his woul. oe . icn i,

he had no mandamuses in stock.
The woman said:
"You're like a 11 the rest, but It wont do.

I'll go and tell Mr. Roosevelt about it tad
he wont let wrong be committed."
Mr. Wahle fled from his office, and, afte*

threatening to hit a clerk with an inkstand,
the woman also left.

.VIAG^E ROUTS QUAY'S FORCES

Pittsburg Conventions Resuit Disastrously
for the Senator's Men.

Pittsburg, Pa., March 31..The Republic¬
ans of Alleghany County held eight Legis¬
lative and two Congressional district con¬

ventions in Pittsburg to-day, for the pur¬
pose of nominating delegates to the State
and National conventions. C. L. Magee
and Senator Flinn were nominated dele¬
gates to the National Convention from the
Pittsburg districts and Congressman Stone
and Robert McAfee from Alleghany, the
latter being favorable to Senator Quay, ths
former to McKinley.
The flght in the Legislative districts for

delegates to the State Convention was be-
taween the Quay and Magee faetions. The
Magee crowd carried all districts except the
first, second, seventh and eighth, and the
only light of consequence was in the las
named district. There were several con¬

tests in this convention, and, as the tem¬
porary organization was controlled by Ma¬
gee. the Quay delegates were unseated.
The Quay forces then went to Reform

Republican Headquarters and organized a

separate convention, having a representa¬
tion of nearly GOO more than necessary for
a choice. A separate set of delegates wero
nominated, and Senator Quay was indorsed
for President.
Several of the iventions controlled

the Pit+shursrerf

She Looks Like Queen Victoria.
A woman bearing an extraordinary resemblance to En

into a lawyer's office yesterday and demanded that step
Mayor Strong from the City Hall. She said she was Qi
needed the City Hall as a residence. She also said she i
oldest son over here, reform h4m, and in'roduce liixn U


